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STORYKEEPERS HOMESCHOOL 

The Mingles in Wilderland 

MULTI-AGE LESSON 3 

Changing the View 

The Value of Perspective 

Observation, Assumption, Experience, and Understanding 

Learning Modules for Four Age Levels 
Lower Elementary · Upper Elementary · Middle School · High School 

One story. Four levels of challenge. One complete family packet. 
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FAMILY GUIDE 

Lesson 3 at a Glance 

Everything needed for all four age levels is contained in this packet. 

 

BIG IDEA  Perspective is the view available from where we stand. It is shaped by what we notice, what we 
know, and what we have experienced. Changing position—or listening to another person—can reveal what 
our first view concealed. 

 

The Thread Through the Story 

Quill repeatedly discovers that seeing is not the same as understanding. A map represents a place but is not the 
place itself. Snicker sees the white sails only from a distant ridge. Whisk hears the fox encounter without seeing 
it and imagines Pippin has been killed. Quill first sees a threatening fox, then looks into Marlowe’s eyes and sees 
a person. By Chapter 44, he helps Pippin separate this fox from the fox who destroyed her family. The facts do 
not change; the available view does. 

WHERE IT APPEARS PERSPECTIVE MOMENT 

Chapter 37 · On the Road 
Again 

A map, painting, and place represent reality differently; Quill recognizes the fox as a 
person. 

Chapter 38 · A Surprising 
Discovery 

Distance and position determine whether the Mingles can see the trace, sails, and 
ship. 

Chapter 40 · A Surprise 
Awaits 

The Mingles interpret Horatio’s face and intentions through fear, stories, and prior 
beliefs. 

Chapter 43 · Marlowe New information forces the group to reconsider what happened during the fox 
encounter. 

Chapter 44 · Pippin Quill distinguishes Marlowe from the fox in Pippin’s past without dismissing her fear. 

 

Learning Objectives by Level 

LEVEL LEARNER WILL... 

Lower Elementary · Grades 1–3 Physically change viewing position, describe visible and hidden details, and 
compare two honest views. 

Upper Elementary · Grades 4–5 Retell one event in distinct voices and identify how knowledge, fear, and 
location shape each account. 

Middle School · Grades 6–8 Sort observations, inferences, and assumptions; revise a conclusion when new 
evidence appears. 

High School · Grades 9–12 
Analyze perspective as both a limitation and a moral responsibility; defend a 
nuanced interpretive claim. 
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FAMILY GUIDE 

How to Use This Lesson 

A multi-sensory, multi-age rhythm 

 
1. Begin with the tactile Shared Family Launch. Allow about 10 minutes. 
2. Move each learner to the level that fits best. Choose by readiness, not merely age. 
3. Use spoken performance wherever useful. A learner may record an audio response instead of writing it. 
4. Return for the Family Roundtable. Each learner contributes one changed view. 

What Each Level Needs 

LEVEL MATERIALS 

Lower Elementary Small box or book, 3–5 household objects or figures, Viewpoint Frames, crayons 

Upper Elementary Voice Cards, event script, optional phone/recorder, Response Sheet 

Middle School Evidence Cards, three labeled sorting areas, pencil, Revision Record 

High School Perspective Ethics Dossier, Position Brief, manuscript or book for evidence 

 

HOME EDUCATOR NOTE  The goal is not to treat every interpretation as equally accurate. Learners should 
distinguish an honest limited view from a claim that ignores available evidence, and empathy from 
agreement. 

 

Timing 

• Shared Family Launch: 10 minutes 
• Age-level work: 30–60 minutes 
• Family Roundtable: 10–15 minutes 
• Optional auditory extension: record and replay the same event in three voices. 

SHARED FAMILY LAUNCH 

Move, Look, Listen 

10 minutes · All ages 

 

A Viewpoint Demonstration 

Place a box or upright book in the center of a table. Put one small object in front, one behind, and one to each 
side. Family members stand or sit at different positions without moving the objects. 

5. Each person says only what is directly visible from that position. 
6. Move to another side and name what appears or disappears. 
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7. One person closes their eyes while another makes a short sound with an object. The listener describes what 
the sound suggests, then opens their eyes to check. 

8. Read or recall Whisk’s experience in Chapter 37: she hears Pippin’s cry and the fox’s howl but cannot see 
what happened. 

Ask Everyone the Same Two Questions 

• Can two people give different honest accounts of the same scene? 
• What should we do before turning a partial view into a final judgment? 

KEEP THE DISTINCTION CLEAR  A perspective may explain a conclusion without proving that conclusion 
correct. New evidence should be allowed to change the answer. 
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LOWER ELEMENTARY · GRADES 1–3 

Walk Around the Story 

Tactile construction and physical viewpoint-taking 

 

LEVEL OUTCOME  Describe at least three different views of one constructed scene and name something 
each viewer cannot see. 

 

Home Educator Guide 

Build the Scene · 5 Minutes 

Use a box for a tree or ridge and small figures for Quill, Pippin, Whisk, and Marlowe. Exact figures are 
unnecessary; blocks, clothespins, or folded paper will work. 

Run the Activity · 20 to 30 Minutes 

9. Place Quill where he can see Marlowe’s face. Place Whisk behind the “thicket,” where she can hear but not 
see. Place Pippin on the opposite side. 

10. The learner carries a Viewpoint Frame to each figure and looks through it from that figure’s height and 
direction. 

11. At each position, complete: “I can see ___. I cannot see ___. I might think ___.” 
12. Move one object or reveal one hidden detail. Ask the learner to revise the final sentence. 
13. Build a second scene from Chapter 38 using the ridge, trace, and white sail. 

Debrief 

• Which position showed the most? 
• Did any position show everything? 
• What can you do when your view is incomplete? 
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LOWER ELEMENTARY PRINTABLE 

Viewpoint Frames and Scene Pieces 

Cut out the frames; use the labels with blocks or figures. 

 

QUILL’S VIEW PIPPIN’S VIEW 

I see: __________________________ 
I cannot see: ___________________ 
I might think: __________________ 

I see: __________________________ 
I cannot see: ___________________ 
I might think: __________________ 

WHISK’S VIEW MARLOWE’S VIEW 

I hear: _________________________ 
I cannot see: ___________________ 
I might think: __________________ 

I see: __________________________ 
I cannot know: __________________ 
I might think: __________________ 

 

Moveable Scene Labels 

TREE / RIDGE THICKET 

WHITE SAIL BENT-GRASS TRACE 

QUILL PIPPIN 

WHISK MARLOWE 

 

SAY IT ALOUD  “My view is real, but it is not the whole scene.” 
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LOWER ELEMENTARY 

Draw the Hidden Side 

Show two honest views of the same place 

 

Draw what one character sees from the front. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Now draw what another character sees from behind. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tell about the difference: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UPPER ELEMENTARY · GRADES 4–5 

Same Event, Different Voice 

Auditory learning through performed point of view 

 

LEVEL OUTCOME  Perform or record three accounts of one event, then identify how position, experience, 
and missing information alter each account. 

 

Home Educator Guide 

Teach This First · 5 Minutes 

Explain: an account contains observation, interpretation, and emotion. A strong listener asks which is which. 

Run the Voice Studio · 25 to 35 Minutes 

14. Assign Quill, Pippin, and Whisk Voice Cards. A parent or sibling may read additional parts. 
15. Read the Fox Encounter Cue once. Each learner listens without taking notes. 
16. Perform a 30–60 second spoken report in character. Record it if practical. 
17. Replay or repeat the reports. List one fact all voices share and one detail available to only one voice. 
18. Switch roles and perform again. Change tone, pacing, and emphasis without inventing new facts. 
19. Complete the Response Sheet. 

Debrief 

• Which voice sounded most certain? Was certainty the same as accuracy? 
• How did fear change what a character noticed? 
• What did you understand only after hearing another voice? 

CHOICE FOR QUIET LEARNERS  A learner may make an audio recording alone, use a puppet, or have 
another person read the words they compose. 
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UPPER ELEMENTARY PRINTABLE 

Voice Cards and Event Cue 

Read with expression; remain faithful to the text. 

 

QUILL PIPPIN WHISK 

You see Marlowe’s eyes and 
hesitate because he is a living 
person. Then Pippin rushes out and 
you release the arrow. 

You believe a fox threatens Quill. 
You charge out with a stick before 
you know what the fox intends. 

You cannot see the encounter. You 
hear Pippin cry, hear a howl, and 
fear that Pippin has been killed. 

 

Fox Encounter Cue 

Smudge orders everyone to hide. Marlowe approaches Quill’s cover. Pippin breaks from hiding. Quill’s arrow 
strikes a branch and wounds Marlowe. Marlowe runs past Whisk, who has heard the conflict but could not see it. 

Second-Round Voice Starters 

WHAT I DIRECTLY NOTICED WHAT I THOUGHT IT MEANT 

WHAT I FELT WHAT I LEARNED LATER 
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UPPER ELEMENTARY 

Listener’s Response Sheet 

Compare what was heard 

 
1. One fact all three voices included: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. One detail only Quill could know: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. One detail only Whisk could know: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. The voice I understood differently after the second performance: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. A good listener should ask: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



THE MINGLES IN WILDERLAND  |  HOMESCHOOL MULTI-AGE LESSON 3 

StoryKeepers Press  |  The Value of Perspective  |  11 

MIDDLE SCHOOL · GRADES 6–8 

Evidence Lens Lab 

Tactile sorting, inference testing, and revision 

 

LEVEL OUTCOME  Classify claims as observation, inference, or assumption; form a provisional conclusion 
and revise it when new evidence appears. 

 

Home Educator Guide 

Set Up 

Label three places on a table OBSERVATION, INFERENCE, and ASSUMPTION. Cut apart the Evidence Cards. 
Keep Round Two hidden. 

Run the Investigation · 30 to 45 Minutes 

20. Sort the Round One cards by physically placing each under a label. 
21. Choose one disputed card and explain what additional evidence would test it. 
22. Write a provisional account of the fox encounter using only supported claims. 
23. Reveal Round Two. Re-sort any cards whose status changes. 
24. Write a Revision Record explaining what changed and why. 
25. Repeat briefly with the white sails in Chapter 38 or Horatio in Chapter 40. 

Debrief 

• Can an inference be reasonable and still wrong? 
• Which assumptions came from fear or prior experience? 
• What is the difference between revising and “losing” an argument? 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINTABLE 

Evidence Cards 

Cut apart; reveal Round Two only after the first account. 

 

Round One 

CARD CLAIM 

A Smudge orders the group to hide before Marlowe appears. 

B Marlowe moves toward Quill’s hiding place. 

C Marlowe intends to attack the Mingles. 

D Whisk hears Pippin cry and then hears a howl. 

E Whisk believes Pippin has been killed. 

F Quill sees a person when he looks into Marlowe’s eyes. 

 

Round Two · New Evidence 

CARD NEW INFORMATION 

G Marlowe later says he followed Quill and was frightened when the Mingles attacked. 

H Horatio identifies Marlowe as his first mate. 

I Quill admits the group assumed that all foxes attack. 

J Pippin’s earlier warren was destroyed by a different fox. 

 
  



THE MINGLES IN WILDERLAND  |  HOMESCHOOL MULTI-AGE LESSON 3 

StoryKeepers Press  |  The Value of Perspective  |  13 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Revision Record 

Show how evidence changed the account 

 
1. My first conclusion was: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The strongest evidence supporting it was: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. I had treated this claim as a fact, but it was actually: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. The new evidence that mattered most was: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. My revised conclusion is: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Revising made the account stronger because: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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HIGH SCHOOL · GRADES 9–12 

Perspective Ethics Hearing 

Test interpretation, empathy, and responsibility 

 

LEVEL OUTCOME  Analyze how embodied position, history, identity, and evidence shape interpretation; 
defend a claim about the duties created by limited perspective. 

 

Home Educator Guide 

Central Question 

When does a limited perspective become a moral failure rather than an unavoidable human limitation? 

Part 1 · Prepare Testimony · 20 Minutes 

26. Analyze Quill, Pippin, Whisk, and Marlowe using the Dossier. 
27. For each, separate physical access to evidence from emotional history and social assumption. 
28. Draft one question that challenges the character without dismissing the character’s experience. 

Part 2 · Conduct the Hearing · 20 to 30 Minutes 

One learner may rotate through roles. Read each testimony aloud, question the witness, and identify what the 
witness could reasonably know at that moment. 

PROPOSITION  We are responsible not for having a complete perspective, which is impossible, but for 
testing our perspective before using it to judge or harm another person. 

 

Part 3 · Position Brief · 15 to 20 Minutes 

Qualify the proposition, use two scenes as evidence, address one counterargument, and name a practical 
discipline of responsible perspective-taking. 
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HIGH SCHOOL PRINTABLE 

Perspective Ethics Dossier 

Use Chapters 37, 38, 40, 43, and 44. 

 

WITNESS CAN DIRECTLY KNOW HISTORY / ASSUMPTION DUTY BEFORE ACTING 

Quill    

Pippin    

Whisk    

Marlowe    

 

Cross-Examination Questions 

What evidence was unavailable to you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did fear cause you to assume? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What could you have checked safely? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What changed your interpretation? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Responsible Perspective Practices 

Before judging or acting, I will: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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HIGH SCHOOL 

Position Brief 

Use after the Perspective Ethics Hearing 

 

Your Qualified Claim 

I AGREE / DISAGREE / THINK IT DEPENDS with the proposition because: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Evidence 

Story example 1: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Story example 2: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Counterargument 

A reasonable objection is: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

My response is: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Practical Discipline 

One habit that helps people test a limited perspective is: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COME BACK TOGETHER 

Family Roundtable 

10–15 minutes · All ages 

 

One Changed View 

Each learner brings one example of an initial view that became more complete. Do not require identical 
conclusions. 

LEVEL SHARE 

Lower Elementary One object that appeared or disappeared after changing position. 

Upper Elementary One fact understood differently after hearing another voice. 

Middle School One claim moved from fact to inference or assumption. 

High School One responsibility created by the limits of human perspective. 

 

Discuss 

• Is every perspective equally accurate? Why not? 
• Can fear explain a mistaken judgment without excusing harmful action? 
• What is the difference between empathy and agreement? 
• When did Quill’s view change—and what allowed it to change? 

THE IDEA TO CARRY FORWARD  A responsible person treats a first view as a beginning, not a verdict. Move, 
listen, test the evidence, and remain willing to revise. 

 

Protect Delight 

The physical scene, performed voices, and evidence cards are not extras. They let learners experience the limits 
of perspective before asking them to define it. 


